206        PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING
In the old days, when the spinner nearly always
bought his own wool and knew exactly what each lot
of tops contained, it was not necessary to spend so
much time and care on the examination of each lot of
tops, because lots of wool which are equal in quality
and length must give equally good results in the top
unless the fibre has been damaged in any way by care-
less treatment in the process of combing. But when
tops are made by one man and spun by another it is
only under special circumstances that the spinner is
told what classes of wool they contain; unless he cares
to pay something rather above the market price for
a top, guaranteed, for instance, to contain nothing but
Port Philip greasy wool. In ordinary transactions the
seller will give a general idea as to what his tops are
made from, and may guarantee that they do not contain
any class of wool which the buyer knows will spoil the
finish of the goods for which they are required; but
the very large majority of tops which are sold in the
open market are sold simply on their merits, and a
spinner who buys them must be able to judge whether
they will suit his purpose or not, without knowing
from what class of wool they are made. For certain
trades this is recognised as impossible; for up to the
present there is no means of ascertaining by any
examination, however careful, what class of wool a top
contains. For example, if three tops of equal quality
and length were made from super Port Philip, super
Sydney, and super New Zealand, it is very doubtful
if any judge could tell them apart; and if they were
blended it would be utterly impossible to form any idea
of the proportions, although they would certainly not
finish equally well, if woven into some classes of cloth.
On the other hand, it is now generally known that
superior qualities of Italian cloths can only be made
perfect when the right class of wool is used, and, as a